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Heart Niagara Research Program

Mandate and Structure

The Heart Niagara Research Program (HNRP) promotes health research, technology evaluation and
knowledge transfer in areas including risk factor and disease prevention and management. HNRP
promotes collaboration and builds networks by integrating health education, health promotion, health
research, health care, and health policy development of industry players, federal and provincial
governments, research providers and universities.

Rationale

The function of Heart Niagara Research Program at Heart Niagara Inc. is to manage the research
opportunities made possible by the large data set collected in the Healthy Heart Schools’ Program. The
HNRP encourages researchers from across the health spectrum to develop research programs and
initiatives that can utilize existing data, improve the data set and initiate new data streams. The HNRP
will generate greater public awareness of the Members scholarly expertise, as well as the breadth of their
research and creative productivity. The HNRP disburses data so as to support the development of
individual and collaborative research programs, to support viable research applications for external
funding of various kinds, and to promote the activities of the Associate Members through public events
and our web site.

Administration

The Heart Niagara Research Program is a managed program within Heart Niagara Inc. The Program
Manager reports to the Executive Director. The HNRP is a Membership Committee made up of all the
Associate Members and Heart Niagara representatives. The Program Manager works closely with the
Associate Members in a committee structure for information sharing, transparency and sustainability.

Associate Members retain their membership by continuing to contribute research funds to the HNRP. In
the spring of each year, applications are invited from all members of the HNRP who are interested in
becoming Heart Niagara Inc. Board members (vacancies permitting). The HNRP manager receives
administrative support from the Heart Niagara office. As well, a volunteer assistant is appointed each
year to assist with the work of the Program.

Membership Committee

Manager: Don Gibson, Heart Niagara Inc.

Associate Members:  Brian McCrindle, University of Toronto, Hospital of Sick Children (SickKids)
Cedric Manlhiot, Hospital of Sick Children (SickKids)
Stafford Dobbin, Heart Niagara
Karen Stearne, Heart Niagara
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Funding
The Heart Niagara Research Program is funded through direct fundraising, and, collaborative projects
with university and industry based researchers.

Associate Membership
All tenured or tenure-track university faculty with an interest in health are invited to become Associates
of the HNRP, on the basis of having submitted a research plan to the Program.

The Program recognizes that health research addresses many risk factors and many disease processes
from the same data pool, and that researchers may have varying needs for their area of interest. The
HNRP expects that research plans will take a variety of approaches, some consisting of letters of
intention with respect to short term projects (months), while others involving questions that can only be
answered with longitudinal projects. The HNRP expects that all researchers work co-operatively while
maintaining their competing interests. Application deadlines for HNRP Associate status are May 31 and
November 30 each year. The application process consists of forwarding a completed application form
and a current C.V. to the Membership Committee of the HNRP, in care of the Program Manager, Heart
Niagara Research Program.

Initiatives
1. Associates are eligible to apply on a competitive basis for access to research data belonging to the
HNRP. Data grant competition deadlines are June and December each year.

HNRP research data based projects are required to support the data pool with a contribution of a
percentage of the researchers grant application funding. Data is released for the time limited to a grant
proposal duration and when financial disbursements are made as defined by the granting source, or, by
twelve months from the time of the grant's receipt, which ever is shorter. The Associate is expected to file
a report to the HNRP on the ways in which the funding is to be disbursed through the grant. HNRP data
that have not been utilized within twelve months of the grant's receipt (or another specified date, as stated
when the project is announced to the recipient) will be destroyed by the researcher.

2. In keeping with its mandate to generate greater public awareness of research initiatives and scholarly
expertise within the Membership Committee, the HNRP will organize a meeting or conference each year,
featuring published and distinguished researchers engaged in the HNRP, as well as other distinguished
speakers. A statement is required after the conference as to how the contribution assisted in supporting
and enhancing research in the HHRP.

3. The HNRP does not award grants.

Please contact Heart Niagara for more information, 905-358-5552.
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Associate Membership Application

Name:
Primary affiliation address (where you are working or studying) including institution and department:

Mailing address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Web profile page or Facebook address:

Areas of Research Interest (in brief):

Please attach your current CV (4 pages maximum).

Date: Signature:
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